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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  this  my  twenty-fourth  annual  report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1958,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Apart  from  an  epidemic  of  measles  during  the  early  months  of  the 
year  the  general  health  of  the  district  has  been  good. 

You  will  see  that  the  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  lower  than  the 
national  average,  but  the  corrected  death  rate  exactly  corresponds  with  that 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

The  population  of  the  district  continues  to  decline,  and  has  further 
decreased  this  year  by  30  persons. 

Vital  statistics  are  set  out  below  in  tabulated  form. 


SECTION  “A” 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (Statute  acres)  .  132,535 

Population — 1931  Census  .  12,853 

Population — 1951  Census  .  12,621 

Estimated  Home  Population — mid  1958  12,010 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . ,  3,914 

Rateable  Value  .  £88,896  0  0 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  .  £364  13  0 

Loan  Debt  .  £402,381  0  0 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births  . 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Deaths  . 


Male 

Female 

T  otal 

83 

68 

151 

78 

65 

5 

3 

85 

85 

170 

Live  Births  .  151 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  .  12-5 

Corrected  birth  rate  .  14-7 

Still  births  .  6 

Still  birth  rate  per  1.000  live  and  still  births  38-2 

Total  live  and  still  births  . . .  157 

Infant  deaths  .  6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1.000  live  births:  Total  39-7 

Infant  mortality  rate:  Legitimate  .  4f  9 

Infant  mortality  rate:  Illegitimate  .  — 

Neo  Natal  mortality  rate  per  1.000  live  births  ...  39-7 

Illegitimate  live  birth  percent  of  total  live  births  5-2% 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  .  nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  &  still  births  — 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  .  14-1 

Corrected  death  rate  .  II '7 


England 
and  Wales 

16-4 


21-6 


22-5 


11-7 


/ear  Population  Birth  Rate  Death  Rate 

1954  12,160  12-7  14-8 

1955  12,160  10  1  13-2 

1956  12,060  14-7  13-8 

1957  12,040  12-8  12-5 

1958  12,010  12-5  14-1 


AGES  AT  DEATH  TABLE 

Age  at  Death:  Male  Female 

Infants  under  1  year  .  4  2 

1  -  5  years  .  —  — 

5-15  years  .  — 

15-25  years  .  1  1 

25  -  35  years  .  2 

35  -  45  years  .  3  3 

45  -  55  years  .  2  9 

55  -  65  years  .  13  8 

65  -  75  years  .  20  17 

"5  and  over  .  40  45 


Total  85  85 


chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: 

Tuberculosis  .  2 

Meningococcal  infection  .  1 

Cancer  .  30 

Diabetes  .  1 

Vascular  diseases  .  27 

Coronary  diseases  .  17 

Heart  diseases  .  44 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 8 

Influenza  .  1 

Pneumonia  .  5 

Bronchitis  .  5 

Nephritis  .  5 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  3 

Congenital  .  3 

Other  ill-defined  disease  .  12 

Accidental  .  6 


Total  170 


SECTION  “B* 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  was  no  change  in  the  general  provision  of  the  health  service 
during  the  year. 

National  Assistance  Act.  1948: 

No  use  was  made  during  the  year  of  the  provisions  of  Section  47 
of  this  Act. 

Ambulances: 

A  highly  satisfactory  service  is  provided  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade,  under  delegated  powers  from  the  Local  County  Health  Authority. 
This  service  provides  a  24-hour  cover  for  the  whole  of  the  district  and  is 
most  efficient.  Powers  of  far  reaching  authority  for  the  administration  of 
the  service  is  vested  in  the  Local  County  Health  Authority,  and  for  the 
discipline  of  the  Brigade  with  the  St.  John  Headquarters.  The  day  to  day 
administration  and  actual  running  of  the  service  is  entirely  local.  This 
is  undoubtedly,  in  my  opinion,  the  major  contributory  factor  in  its  efficiency. 

Care,  Disposal  and  General  Management  of  those  who  are  old,  infirm, 
or  for  various  reasons  require  care  and  attention. 

In  my  opinion,  humanitarian  efforts  as  regards  this  group  are  un¬ 
successful  in  this  widely  scattered  country  district.  Our  most  important 
assistant — the  multi-duty  Relieving  Officer — has  been  dispensed  with,  and 
his  place  has  been  taken  by  a  number  of  specialists,  such  as  authorised 
officers  working  under  the  County  Mental  Health  Department  (who  may 
be  anything  up  to  40  miles  distant),  the  Welfare  Officer,  working  under  a 
branch  of  the  County  Clerk’s  Department  (who  likewise  has  an  enormous 
territory  to  cover),  the  National  Assistance  Officer — who  is  a  Civil  Servant, 
-and  covers  what  to  my  mind  is  an  area  of  such  size  that  a  proper  and 
humane  knowledge  of  all  those  in  need  of  financial  assistance  cannot  be 
properly  come  by.  We  also  have  the  Registrar  of  births  and  deaths,  who 
although  more  localised,  is  in  some  cases  not  easily  accessible. 

There  is  no  doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  an  irrefutable  case  can  be  made 
out  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  multi-duty  officer  in  these  rural  areas. 
One  can  quite  readily  imagine  that  the  implementation  of  the  admini¬ 
stration  of  these  various  Acts  and  Orders  is  justified  when  applied  to  a 
city,  where  administration  is  carried  out  from  a  central  point  accessible 
to  the  whole  town,  but  this  set-up  is  quite  impossible  to  reproduce  in  this 
scarcely  populated  area,  where  for  a  specialist  to  have  sufficient  work  to 
occupy  his  time,  an  enormous  area  has  to  be  included  under  his  admini¬ 
stration. 

We  have  a  further  difficulty  at  the  moment.  With  the  dissolution  of 
the  unions,  and  the  absorbtion  of  most  of  the  bodies  into  the  Regional 
Llospital  Scheme,  an  acute  problem  arises  which  has  not  been  resolved. 
This  is  being  accentuated  year  by  year  by  the  progress  in  medical  science, 
whereby  such  deaths  as  acute  bronchial  pneumonia,  known  as  “the  old 
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man’s  friend,”  no  longer  is  a  hazard.  Consequently  we  are,  year  by  year, 
being  faced  with  an  ever  growing  number  of  old  folk  to  be  cared  for 
in  one  way  or  another. 

An  analysis  of  my  death  returns  gives  the  following  figures: 

Average  percentage  of  deaths  in  persons  over  65 
years  of  age  in  the  years  preceeding  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  antibiotics  .  67%  of  total  deaths. 

Average  percentage  of  deaths  in  persons  over  65 
years  of  age  in  the  years  succeeding  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  antibiotics  .  79%  of  total  deaths. 

These  figures  show  in  increase  of  something  like  12%,  on  an  annual 
basis,  of  old  people  who  have  to  be  cared  for,  and  the  accommodation 
is  not  available.  The  palatial  “old  folks’  homes”  which  are  being  erected 
by  the  County  Welfare  Authorities  are  by  no  means  the  answer  to  this 
problem,  and  at  the  present  rate  of  increase  will  never  catch  up  with 
the  accumulating  requirements.  On  the  other  hand  one  could  not,  under  any 
circumstances,  recommend  the  return  of  the  old  workhouse  system.  What 
would  appear  to  be  imperative  is  that  an  intermediary  institution  be 
considered,  something  between  the  present  day  palatial  monument  to  the 
Welfare  Department  and  the  monstrosity  created  by  their  predecessors. 


Tuberculosis: 

During  the  year  the  X-ray  Unit  visited  North  Tawton.  Of  the  570 
people  examined,  only  two  were  returned  for  further  observation. 
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SECTION  C” 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water: 


Attention  is  drawn  to  the  comprehensive  table  at  the  end  of  the 
leport  which  sets  out  in  detail  the  service  to  each  parish  in  accordance 
with  the  Ministry’s  instructions. 

Mr.  Young,  District  Engineer  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  has 
submitted  the  following  report  on  progress  during  the  year. 

Spreyion:  An  extension  from  North  Tawton  to  Spreyton  has  been 
completed  and  a  mains  supply  from  the  Prewley  Works  is  now  available. 

An  extension  has  also  been  made  from  Langdown  Cross  to  Spitlar 

Cross. 

The  pressure  available  in  Spreyton  is  not  always  satisfactory  owing 
to  the  large  demand  on  the  trunk  mains  radiating  from  Prewley,  but  this 
matter  will  be  remedied  on  the  completion  of  the  Taw  Marsh  scheme.  A 
reasonable  supply,  however,  is  being  maintained  in  Spreyton. 

Drewsteic.nton  .  The  link  main  between  North  Tawton  and  Zeal 
Monachorum  has  been  completed  and  Yeoford  Booster  Station  is  now  in 
operation.  This  means  that  Prewley  Water  can  be  fed  to  Drewsteignton 
Reservoir  and  replaces  the  Drewsteignton  Quarry  supply.  In  times  of 
drought,  however,  it  may  be  necessary  to  revert  to  the  original  source 
pending  the  completion  of  the  Taw  Marsh  Scheme. 

Other  schemes  completed  during  the  year  include  the  trunk  main 
from  Sampford  Chappie  to  Sampford  Courtenay  Railway  Station.  The  next 
part  of  this  main  from  Sampford  Courtenay  Railway  Station  to  Tongue  End 
has  already  commenced. 

Small  extensions  completed  include  the  mains  supply  to  North 
Wycke,  North  Tawton,  Beamsworthy  Farms,  Ashbury  and  Monkokehamp- 
ton  to  Stafford  Beer. 

The  Taw  Marsh  scheme  is  progressing  satisfactorily  and  the  North 
Devon  Water  Bill  which  authorises  abstraction  of  water  from  Taw  Marsh 
has  passed  through  the  final  stages  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

It  is  anticipated  that  some  work  on  Taw  Marsh  will  commence 
before  the  end  of  1959. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Board  during  the  year: 


Bclstone  .  6  samples.  1  unsatisfactory. 

Chagford  .  6  samples.  2  unsatisfactory. 

Drewsteignton  .  6  samples.  2  unsatisfactory. 

Inwardleigh  .  2  samples.  1  unsatisfactory. 

North  Tawton  .  8  samples.  2  unsatisfactory. 

South  Tawton 

South  Zeal  .  6  samples.  2  unsatisfactory. 

Throwleigh  .  7  samples.  2  unsatisfactory. 
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Analyses  of  Water  Supplies  (Public  and  Private): 

The  following  samples  were  taken  by  your  Inspectors  during  the 

year: 

Number  of 

Samples  Passed  Failed 

Bacteriological  examination  of  water  26  20  6 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Water  .  1  1 

When  considering  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  the  Council  made  it  a  condition  that  water  supplies,  not 
on  public  mains,  were  to  be  proved  bacteriologically  sound  by  the  Public 
Health  Department.  In  all,  12  samples  were  obtained  in  this  connection 
from  1 1  properties  of  which  9  passed  and  three  failed. 

In  the  cases  of  failures  Improvement  Grants  were  made  conditional 
on  mains  water  being  connected  if  available  in  roads  outside  the  properties. 

Of  the  remaining  samples  4  were  taken  from  supplies  which  had 
previously  failed  and  of  these  two  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  on  re¬ 
examination  as  a  result  of  owners  acting  on  advice  given  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors.  The  Devon  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  also 
submitted  11  bacteriological  and  one  chemical  report  on  samples  obtained 
by  them  from  farms  in  the  district  where  Grant  Aid  had  been  applied  for. 
and  in  8  cases  the  supplies  were  approved  for  domestic  purposes. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage: 

Work  on  the  preparation  and  carrying  out  of  schemes  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  proceeded  during  the  year  and  the  position  with 
various  schemes  is  as  follows: 

Exbourne:  The  scheme  prepared  and  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  Lemon  and  Blizard,  of  Plymouth,  was 
completed  in  October,  1959. 

The  sev/ers  were  extended  to  take  in  the  remainder  of  most  of  the 
built-up  area.  A  completely  new  disposal  works  was  constructed  replacing 
a  system  of  limited  broad  irrigation  which  was  not  only  completely  un¬ 
satisfactory.  but  a  public  health  nuisance.  The  contract  price  for  the  scheme 
was  £12,210.13.7d. 

Northlew:  This  scheme,  also  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers, 
is  in  course  of  construction.  It  provides  for  a  completely  new  disposal 
works  and  the  provision  of  new  sewers  for  the  bulk  of  the  built-up  area. 
The  Contractors  for  the  scheme  are  Messrs.  Glossop,  of  Exeter  and  the 
contract  price  is  £11,478.  13s.  lid 

Chagford:  The  urgent  need  for  proper  sewerage  disposal  from 
this  town  being  long  overdue  and  after  most  tedious  local  negotiations 
had  been  resolved,  it  appeared  that  all  the  work  was  of  no  avail  as  the 
Ministry  was  not  able  to  make  a  grant  towards  this  important  scheme.  I 
would  record  that  as  a  result  of  the  high  spirited  action  of  your  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  attending  on  the  Ministry  in  London  the  decision  was  reversed 
and  the  scheme  can  now  be  activated.  The  Council’s  consulting  engineers 
have  been  instructed  to  proceed  with  detailed  drawings  and  prepare 
Bills  of  Quantities  in  order  that  tenders  be  invited  early  in  1959.  An 
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alternative  to  the  use  of  the  extension  of  Grammer’s  Lane  as  the  main 
access  to  the  disposal  works  site  was  considered  but  the  Council  finally 
decided  on  the  original  proposal. 

Sampford  Courtenay  (Sticklepath):  As  suggested  by  the  Ministry 
a  revised  scheme  of  sewerage  was  prepared  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
to  include  all  properties  on  the  South  side  of  the  trunk  road  to  the  river 
and  to  abate  a  nuisance  caused  by  crude  sewage  being  deposited  into  a 
narrow  leat  at  the  rear,  and  in  front  of,  some  of  the  properties  and  thence 
to  the  River  Taw. 

The  revised  scheme  provided  for  380  yards  of  6"  sewer  and  an 
ejector  station  from  which  sewage  would  be  pumped  to  an  existing  sewer 
and  disposal  works  dealing  with  the  remainder  of  the  village.  It  would 
serve  24  properties  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £2,550.  Os.  Od.  The  scheme 
was  submitted  to  the  Devon  River  Board’s  Officers  who  decided  they  could 
not  recommend  it  for  the  Board’s  approval.  A  letter  from  the  Ministry 
then  requested  that  a  Meeting  of  representatives  of  the  River  Board,  the 
Council  and  the  Ministry  be  arranged  to  discuss  the  matter. 

Sampford  Courtenay:  The  preparation  of  a  comprehensive  scheme 
to  deal  with  the  village  was  completed  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  the  year.  It  is  designed  to  deal  with  a  population  of  108  (present 
population  81),  and  the  proposals  are,  to  retain  an  existing  sewer  serving 
fourteen  properties  and  to  construct  a  further  778  yards  of  6"  sewer  and 
a  sewage  disposal  works. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  is  £6,427.  Os.  Od.,  and  drawings, 
engineering  data  and  other  details  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Ministry. 

Sourton:  Minor  alterations  to  the  drawings  of  this  scheme,  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Public  Health  Department  were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
year  and  it  was  expected  they  would  be  ready  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry  early  in  the  new  year. 

Inwardleigh  (Folly  Gate):  The  Council  have  decided  to  prepare 
a  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  this  village  and  the  Consult¬ 
ant  Engineers  were  instructed  to  undertake  the  preparation  of  the  necessary 
drawings  and  engineering  data. 

Hatherleigh  :  Negotiations  between  the  District  Valuer  and  owners 
of  ground  required  for  the  disposal  works  and  a  pumping  station  were 
proceeding  during  the  year. 

Bratton  Clovelly:  The  necessary  survey  for  a  scheme  of  sewer¬ 
age  and  sewage  disposal  was  begun  at  the  end  of  the  year  by  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  will  be  proceeded  with  in  the  New  Year. 

Spreyton:  The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  was  instructed  by 
the  Council  to  prepare  a  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  this 
Village.  He  stated  it  would  follow  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for  Bratton 
Clovelly.  provided  priority  was  not  given  to  any  other  proposed  scheme. 

In  concluding  this  section  on  sewage  I  would  remark  that  the  amount 
of  work  involved  in  these  schemes  and  the  detailed  drawings  required 
require  much  better  accommodation  e.g .:  drawing  office,  etc.,  than  is  at 
present  available  to  the  staff.  This  in  my  opinion  should  be  provided 
forthwith  as  the  saving  in  consultant’s  fees  fully  justifies  it. 
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Inspection  of  the  District  and  Public  Health  Services: 

The  number  of  complaints  regarding  Public  Health  matters  received, 
recorded  and  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  109. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  inspections,  etc.,  made  by  our 
Inspectors  during  the  year: 


No.  of 


No.  of 

Types  of  Premises  Inspections 

No.  of 
Intimation 
Notices 
Served 

Intimation 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

Houses  inspected  . 

94 

39 

41 

Houses  re-inspected  . 

137 

— 

- — 

Premises  other  than  houses  and 
not  mentioned  below’  . 

57 

15 

14 

Food  Piemises  . 

61 

12 

12 

Dairies  . 

16 

4 

6 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

81 

— 

— 

Public  Conveniences  . 

158 

— 

— 

infectious  Diseases  . 

1 

— - 

— 

Water  Supplies  . 

35 

7 

5 

Drainage  . 

96 

- — - 

— 

Sewerage  . 

472 

A 

3 

Petroleum  Acts  . 

42 

i 

1 

Meat  Shops,  Slaughterhouses  and 
Knacker’s  Yards  . 

585 

5 

4 

Miscellaneous  visits  not  classified 

105 

— 

— 

Rent  Act,  1957  . 

9 

2 

2 

Rodent  Control  . 

69 

3 

3 

Totals 

2018 

91 

91 

This  bare  table  of  inspections  gives  only  a  very  limited  view  of  the 
work  involved  if  one  considers  the  travelling  involved.  House  inspection 
as  regards  individual  slum  clearance  is  behind  schedule  and  although  Mr. 
Lethbridge  is  a  specialist  at  this  work,  he  is  under  the  present  arrangements 
bogged  down  with  sewage  and  meat  inspection. 

Rodent  Control: 

Sixty-nine  visits  were  made  to  various  types  of  premises  during  the  year 
in  connection  with  rat  infestation.  Most  of  the  properties  concerned  were 
Council  owned: — tips,  sewage  works  and  outfalls,  but  in  other  cases  advice 
given  by  the  Public  Health  Department  produced  satisfactory  results,  par¬ 
ticularly  by  the  use  of  Warfarin. 

The  number  of  complaints  of  rat  and  mice  infestation  received 
during  the  year  was  twelve. 
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The  usual  twice  yearly  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried  out  in  the 
following  Parishes: 

South  Tawton  and  South  Zeal, 

North  Tawton, 

Hatherleigh. 

Returns  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  show 
that  bait  was  laid  on  two  consecutive  days  in  124  manholes  followed  by 
poison  at  62  points^  where  it  was  taken  in  58  cases.  The  success  of  these 
regular  treatments  is  borne  out  by  the  local  clearing  of  rats  from  the  South 
Tawton  sewers.  The  Ministry  indicated  that  further  baiting  in  these  sewers 
could  be  discontinued  until  April  1960. 

They  did  ask,  however,  that  all  sewer  systems,  other  than  those 
mentioned  above,  should  be  trial  baited,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be 
found  possible  in  the  Spring  of  1959.  Parishes  involved  are:  Belstone, 
Bratton  Clovelly,  Bridestowe,  Broadwoodkelly,  Chagford,  Drewsteignton 
(Sandy  Park)  and  (Crockernwell),  Exbourne,  Iddesleigh,  Monkokehampton. 
Northlew,  Sampford  Courtenay,  Sticklepath  and  Spreyton. 

The  Ministry  also  informed  the  Council  that  as  from  the  31st  March, 
1958  the  Pest  destruction  service  provided  by  them  for  agricultural  prem¬ 
ises  would  cease.  Because  of  this  the  Council  reconsidered  the  appointment 
of  a  Rodent  Operator  but  decided  against  it,  and  authorised  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  employ  any  necessary  casual  labour  to  deal 
with  infestations  at  their  works  installations. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal: 

Four  applications  were  considered  for  extensions  of  existing  routes 
during  the  year.  Areas  concerned  were: — 

Bridestowe:  Station  Road  to  Watergate. 

Sampford  Courtenay:  Spyer’s  Cross — Trecott — Beacon  Cross. 

Tongue  End — Corscombe — Church  Hill 

Cross. 

Okehampton  Hamlets:  Brightley — Goldburn  Cross,  Knowle  Bridge. 

The  Council  agreed  to  these  extensions  because  it  was  found  they 
would  work  in  with  present  routes.  Twenty-eight  extra  properties  of  a  total 
rateable  value  of  £339  would  thus  be  provided  with  a  collection  once  every 
four  weeks. 

Representations  were  also  made  by  the  Bridestowe  Parish  Council 
for  a  collection  every  two  weeks  instead  of  once  every  four  weeks  during 
the  months  of  June,  July.  August  and  September,  to  cover  the  cafe  and 
hotel  tourist  trade  during  these  holiday  months.  The  Refuse  Contractor 
agreed  to  undertake  this  extra  collection  for  a  sum  of  £10.0.0.  and  the 
Council  agreed  to  it.  The  Contract  figure  for  refuse  collection  over  the 
area  defined  by  the  Council  is  now  £1,852. 19. Id.  and  it  is  based  on  refuse 
being  deposited  at  a  point  nearest  the  highway  in  a  suitable  container. 
The  increase  over  the  1957  Contract  Figure  is  mainly  due  to  wage  increases. 

Disposal  of  refuse  has  continued  at  the  six  tips  within  the  Rural 
District  and  regular  treatment  of  them  particularly  during  the  summer 
months,  by  the  application  of  insecticides  has  kept  the  fly  and  insect 
population  down  to  negligible  proportions.  A  new  access  to  the  Bridestowe 
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Refuse  Tip  was  found  necessary  to  provide  better  facilities  for  tipping 
and  the  Council  agreed  that  a  new  access  road  be  made  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  between  £80  and  £100. 

One  of  the  increasing  problems  of  this  rural  district  is  the  condition 
of  lay-bys  and  roadside  wastes,  due  to  the  deposit  of  litter,  particularly 
during  the  holiday  season.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  vehicles  on  the 
roads  is  proportionately  reflected  in  a  general  untidiness  of  them,  and  it 
is  a  strange  paradox  that  some  people  who  stop  when  travelling  over  the 
Devon  roads,  despoil  the  very  scene  they  seek  to  enjoy.  No  doubt  it  is 
convenient  to  get  rid  of  unwanted  refuse  in  such  a  slovenly  fashion,  but 
it  is  to  the  detriment  of  those  who  follow  them  and  there  can  be  no 
excuse  for  it.  The  County  Council  have  sought  to  improve  matters  by 
placing  large  open  containers  at  black  spots,  and  this  Council  has  co¬ 
operated  with  them  to  the  extent  that  these  bins  are  emptied  when  their 
refuse  vehicle  passes,  but  as  this  is  only  every  four  weeks  in  most  cases,  it 
does  seem  that  to  keep  bins  emptied  regularly  and  often,  particularly 
during  the  period  of  heavy  traffic,  some  alternative  arrangement  is  neces¬ 
sary  if  nuisances  from  accumulations  are  to  be  prevented. 

Provided  suitable  and  sufficient  receptacles  can  be  conveniently  sited, 
their  contents  regularly  disposed  of,  and  the  travelling  public  co-operate, 
this  litter  problem  should  be  materially  reduced.  It  is  thought  that  with 
the  introduction  of  the  Litter  Act,  1958,  together  with  these  other  prevent¬ 
ative  measures  it  will  be  a  deterrent,  but  if  people  persist  in  leaving  litter 
about  it  is  hoped  that  everybody  interested  in  a  litter  free  countryside 
will  report  offenders  to  the  Authorities  in  order  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  be  implemented. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
1 .  Inspections. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec-  j 
tions 

\ 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 

Authorities 

 . . 

41 

16 

I 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  Authorities 

1 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authorities  . 

| 

Total  ... 

42 

16  |  — 

— 

11 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  HM.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  inspector 

prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
made 

Want  of 
Cleanliness  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

_ 

— 

Sanitary 
Conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient 

- _ 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

— 

2 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  the  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

4 

— 

— 

3.  Outwork. 


Nature  of 
Work 

Number  of  out-workers  in  August  list  required  by 
Section  110  (i)  (c) 

Wearing 
apparel 
-Making,  etc. 

10 

SECTION  “  D  ” 


HOUSING 


INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1958 


Houses  Not  Included  in  Clearance  Areas  : 

1.  Demolition  and  Closing  Orders,  Housing  Act,  1957 

Number  of 


Houses 

Persons 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under  Section  17  (1)  ... 

5 

Displaced 

3 

(b)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

6 

(4  houses 
vacant) 

26 

(c)  Houses,  or  parts  of  houses,  closed  under 
Section  16  (4)  and  18  (1) 

10 

21 

2. — Repairs  (Informal  Action): 

Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit 
during  the  year  as  a  result  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts  ... 

41 

Improvement  Grants: 

The  number  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  Section 
20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949  and  Section  30  of  the  Housing  (Financial 
Provisions)  Act,  1958  totals  240.  Of  this  total  107  have  received  approval 
and  58  have  either  been  refused  or  withdrawn. 

Town  and  Country  Planning: 

Applications  for  development  under  the  provisions  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947,  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  (Control 
of  Advertisements)  Regulations  1950,  and  the  Council’s  Building  Byelaws 
have  been  received  over  the  past  twelve  months  as  follows: 


Conversions  and  Adaptations  .  112 

Farm  Buildings  .  55 

New  Properties  .  15 

Advertisements  .  18 

Public  Works  .  21 

Refusals  . 18 


Total-  239 
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Parish 
Bea  WORTHY 

Belstone 
Bondleigh 
Bratton  Clovelly 
Bridestowe  ... 

Broadwoodkelly 

Chagford 


Drewsteignton 


Exbourne 

Germans  week 

Gidleigh 

Hatherlfigh 


Highampton  . . . 

Iddesleigh 

Inwardleigh 

Jacobstowe  ... 
Meeth 

Monkokehampton 
Northlew  with 
Ashbury  . . . 
North  Tawton 


Okehampton 

Hamlets  . 

Sampford  Courtenay 


Sourton 


South  Tawton 


Spreyton 

Throwleigh 


No.  of 

Total  No. 

Situation 

Houses 

in  Parish 

Black  Hill  . 

2 

Patchacott 

2 

4 

Tor  Down 

6 

6 

Village  . 

4 

4 

Beech  Cottages 

3 

3 

Princess  Elizabeth  Terrace  ... 

8 

Brid  Close 

4 

12 

The  Villas 

4 

Splatt 

1 

5 

Dennis  Park 

33 

Biera  View 

8 

Orchard  Meadow  . 

35 

“Monte  Rosa” 

5 

New  Street 

4 

85 

Lamb’s  Park  . 

4 

Knowle  Lane  ... 

4 

Turnpike  Rd.,  Whiddon  Down 

4 

Exeter  Road,  Whiddon  Down 

4 

16 

Cawsand  View 

The  Shrubbery 

6 

8 

Moor  View  Terrace  ... 

12 

— 

Higher  Street  ... 

6 

Normandy  Place 

4 

Claremont  Place 

14 

36 

High  View 

2 

2 

Winkleigh  View 

4 

4 

Misdon  Cottages,  Folly  Gate 

6 

New  Road.  Folly  Gate 

13 

19 

Station  Road  ... 

10 

10 

East  View 

2 

2 

Costloes 

4 

Moor  View 

.  6 

10 

Barton  Hill 

16 

Fore  Street 

8 

Essington — Arundell  Road  ... 

18 

42 

Chichacott 

4 

Peacewater 

2 

6 

Four  Acres 

4 

Station  View  ... 

4 

Cross  Hill,  Tongue  End 

2 

Queen  Haye,  Sticklepath 

6 

16 

Broad  View 

4 

Windard  Terrace 

6 

Corn  Ridge  View,  Sourton 

Down 

6 

16 

Hill  Crest 

8 

Cross  Park,  South  Zeal 

10 

The  Croft,  South  Zeal 

24 

Barn  Close,  Whiddon  Down 

10 

52 

Cross  Meadow 

6 

6 

Middle  Clampitts  and 

Higher  Clampitts 

4 

Higher  Hay 

2 

6 

Total  ...  370  370 
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SECTION  “  E  ” 


Food  and  Food  Premises: 

The  number  of  food  premises  classified  as  being  within  the  scope 


of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  is  as  follows: 

Hotels,  Public  Houses  and  Inns  .  46 

School  Canteens  .  15 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Guest  Houses  .  21 

Food  Shops  .  70 

Butcher’s  Shops  .  11 

Bed  and  Breakfast  Premises  .  26 

Bakeries  .  13 


Total:  202 


The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955  is: 

Ice  Cream  . 38 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausage  or 
potted  or  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved 

food  intended  for  sale  .  10 

Number  of  dairies  registered  under  the 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  .  104 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Food: 


By  arrangement  with  a  firm  of  manufacturers  of  meat  and  bone 
meals,  fertilisers,  etc.,  the  bulk  of  the  condemned  meat  was  collected  by 
them  from  slaughterhouses  and  processed. 

Canned  goods  condemned  were  in  such  small  quantities  that  their 
use  for  animal  feeding  was  not  worth  while.  In  cases  where  canned  meat 
was  condemned  the  use  of  it  as  baiting  materials  for  rats  proved  to  be 
very  effective.  The  remainder  of  unfit  canned  goods  was  buried  at  one 
of  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tips  after  perforation  of  the  cans. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations: 

Systematic  inspections  of  food  preparing  premises  throughout  the 
district  was  not  possible  due  to  pressure  of  work  in  other  aspects  of  the 
general  duties  but  in  comparison  with  the  number  of  premises  inspected 
in  previous  years  there  was  a  general  improvement  in  the  standard  of 
cleanliness.  A  matter  of  interest  which  may  be  referred  to  was  of  a  case 
of  imported  apples  which  was  suspected  of  being  contaminated  with  an 
arsensical  compound.  In  order  that  traders  could  be  made  aware  of  the 
possible  danger  to  public  health  in  such  circumstances  a  circular  letter 
was  sent  to  foodshops  throughout  the  district  by  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  requesting  that  he  be  notified  immediately  should  any  similar 
contamination  be  detected.  The  apples  in  question,  were  voluntarily  with¬ 
drawn  by  the  trader. 
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Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.,)  Regulations  1947-1952: 

The  manufacture  of  ice-cream  on  a  small  scale  is  carried  out  in  one 
premises  only,  at  Hatherleigh,  but  the  trade  is  normally  confined  to  the 
summer  months. 

Inspections  have  revealed  that  the  manufacturer’s  plant  is  maintained 
under  clean  conditions  and  every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  a  wholesome 
and  satisfactory  product. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Unsound  Food: 

Quantities  of  unsound  food  inspected  during  the  year  resulted  in 
seven  certificates  being  issued  covering  84  lbs.  7  ozs.  of  miscellaneous 
foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrended  by  tradesmen  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  Causes  of  unsoundness  were  blown  or  leaking  tins. 


Ice  Cream: 

Three  applications  for  registration  of  premises  for  the  sale  of  pre¬ 
packed  ice  cream  were  made,  and  approved  by  the  Council,  and  in  three 
cases  sale  of  this  product  ceased. 

Slaughterhouses: 

Five  licences  were  renewed  during  the  year  for  a  further  period  of 
thirteen  months  and  in  general  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  was  satisfactory.  From  the  figure  given  it  will  be  seen  that  100% 
meat  inspection  is  not  carried  out,  and  this  is  due  entirely  to  Sunday 
killing,  mainly  of  sheep  for  the  London  Market  at  one  slaughterhouse  and 
to  inspect  would  mean  an  Officer  working  most  of  the  day. 

The  number  of  carcases  inspected  in  the  private  slaughterhouses  of 
the  Rural  District  during  the  year  was  4,269,  made  up  as  follows: 


Bovines  .  504 

Calves  .  3 

Sheep  and  Lambs  . .  3183 

Pigs  .  579 


The  total  weights  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  was  2  tons.  17 
cwt,  47  lbs. 

Details  of  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  and  the 
carcases,  parts  or  organs  condemned,  are  set  out  in  the  table  on  page 
18. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933-1954: 

Nineteen  applications  were  received  for  licences,  or  renewal  of 
licences,  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals,  and  in  all  cases  licences  were  granted. 

Knackers  Yard: 

Frequent  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  certain 
improvements  to  the  drainage  were  called  for.  The  owner’s  representative 
was  met  at  the  property,  the  matter  fully  discussed  and  works  were  to  be 
put  in  hand  early  in  the  new  year. 

Food  Poisoning: 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  in  the  District 
during  the  year. 


Samples  taken  under  Section  3,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938: 


Whisky — 3  samples 
Lard 

Fish  Paste 
Table  Jelly 
Golden  Plum  Jam 
Curry  Powder 
Tomato  Piquant 
Bramble  Jelly 
Gin — 2  samples 
Tomato  Ketchup 
Boracic  Lint 
Mild  Ale 
Chopped  Chicken 
Scones  and  Butter 
Orange  Crystals 
Strawberry  Jam 
Cream  of  Tartar 
Milk — 194  samples 


>  ALL  GENUINE 


Shredded  Beef  Suet — deficient  in  beef  fat.  No  action. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Pari. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

459 

62 

Number  Inspected 

442 

62 

AH  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

■ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con 
demned 

156 

39 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis - 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

35.29% 

62.9% 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

28 

8 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

6.33% 

12.9% 

Cysticercosis : 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

4 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

4  1 

_ _ _ 

Generalised  and( 

totally  condemned 

j 

Cal  res 

Sheep 
and 
Lam  bs 

] 

Pigs  Horses 

3 

7529 

602 

i 

3 

3183 

;  579  — 

1 1 

3 

i 

j 

i 

I 

619 

41 

i 

I 

1 

i 

19.79% 

■  '  •  - 

7.59% 

i 

i 

—  l  — 

19 

_ 

3*28% 

' 

i 

| 

_  1 

r 

! 

i 

i 

| 

SECTION  “  F  ” 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Diphtheria— No  case  occurred  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis — No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis — Three  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  during  the  year.  Two  deaths  (one  pulmonary  and  one  non-pul  - 
monary  occurred  from  this  cause). 

At  the  end  of  the  year  87  cases  remained  on  the  register  as  follows: 


Non-Puhnonary 


Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

29  32 


F. 

13 


M. 

13 


Cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurred  in  the  district,  and  which  have 
been  notified  by  either  the  Medical  Practitioners  or  the  school  Authorities, 
are  set  out  in  the  tables  on  pages  20  and  21. 


In  conclusion  I  would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council  for  the 
ready  hearing  I  have  received  at  all  times,  and  the  Public  Health  Staff 
and  others,  who  have  materially  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 


1  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  BY  MEDICAL 


Total 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  BY  SCHOOL 
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Totals 


OKEHAMPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  WATER  SUPPLIES 


PARISH 

Whether  the  water 
supply  of  the  area 
and  its  several 
parts  has  been 
satisfactory  (a)  in 
quality  (b)  in 
quantity 

Where  there  is  a  piped 
supply,  whether  bac- 
teri  ol  ogical  ex a  mi  nations 
were  made  of  the  raw 
water  and,  where  treat¬ 
ment  is  installed,  of  the 
water  going  into  supply, 
if  so,  how  many  and  the 
results  obtained;  the 
xesults  of  any  chemical 
analyses 

Where  the  waters 
are  liable  to  have 
plumbo-solvent 
action,  the  facts 
as  to  contamina¬ 
tion  by  lead,  in¬ 
cluding  precautions 
taken  and  number 
and  results  of 
analyses 

Action  in 
respect  of 
any  form 
of 

contamin¬ 

ation 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses 
and  the  number  of  the  population  supplied 
from  public  water  mains: 

(a)  direct  to  the  houses; 

( b )  by  means  of  standpipes 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  Total  Population 

Main 

Standpipe 

Main 

Standpipe 

ASHBURY 

(a)  Satisfactory 

1  b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

14 

— 

46 

— 

BEAWORTHY  . . 

(a)  Satisfactory 

( b )  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

9 

— 

30 

— 

BELSTONE 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Restricted  in  dry 
weather 

Piped  supply,  6  samples 
taKen — 5  satisfactory, 

1  unsatisfactory 

N.D.W.B. 

N  D.W.B. 

75 

— 

248 

— 

BONDLE1GH  .. 

(af  Satisfactory 
(b)'  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

BRATTON 

CLOVELLY  . . 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

48 

— 

158 

_ 

— 

BRIDESTOWE  .. 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B 

N.D.W.B. 

80 

— 

264 

— 

BROADWOOD 

KELLY 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

37 

— 

122 

— 

CHAGFORD 

(a)  Doubtful 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

6  samples  taken — 

2  unsatisfactory 

N.D.W.B 

N.D.W.B. 

368 

— 

1214 

— 

DREWSTEIGN- 
TON  . .  . . 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

6  samples  taken — 

2  unsatisfactory 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

80 

— 

264 

— 

EXBOURNE 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

76 

— 

251 

— 

GERMANSWEEK 

(a)  Doubtful 

(b)  Doubtful 

No  piped  supply 

Private  wells  only 

In  the  past 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

GIDLEIGH 

(a)  Unsatisfactory 

(b)  Doubtful 

No  piped  supply 

Private  supply  only 

Nil 

Nil 

~ 

HATHERLEIGH 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  samples  taken 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

283 

— 

934 

— 

HIGHAMPTON 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

37 

— 

122 

— 

IDDESLEIGH  .. 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

33 

— 

109 

— 

INVVARDLEIGH 

(a)  Unsatisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

2  samples  taken — 

1  unsatisfactory 

N.D.W.B 

N.D.W.B. 

64 

— 

211 

— 

JACOBSTOWE  .. 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

18 

— 

59 

— 

MEETH 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

12 

— 

40 

— 

MONKOKE- 
HAMPTON  . . 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

26 

— 

86 

— 

NORTHLEW 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B 

N.D.W.B. 

29 

— 

96 

— 

NORTH  TAWTON 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

8  samples  taken — 

2  unsatisfactory 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

309 

— 

1020 

— 

OKEHAMPTON 

HAMLETS 

(a)  Unsatisfactory 

(b)  Unsatisfactory 

No  piped  supply 

Private  wells  only 

In  the  past 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

SAMPFORD 

COURTENAY 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  samples  taken 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

66 

— 

218 

— 

SOURTON 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

43 

— 

142 

— 

SOUTH  TAWTON 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Restricted  in  dry 
weather 

Piped  supply 

6  samples  taken — 

2  unsatisfactory 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

250 

— 

825 

— 

SPREYTON 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

THROWLEIGH 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  Supply 

7  samples  taken — 

2  unsatisfactory 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

19 

63 

— 

N.D.W.B. =North  Devon  Water  Board  Main  Service 
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